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CONFIDENTIAL ATHENS 2720 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, XH, GR 

SUB: GREECE AND EASTERN EUROPE 

1 . THE GOG CONTINUES TO PROMOTE AN ACTIVE EASTER EUROPEAN 
POLICY. ELEMENTS IN THAT POLICY INCLUDE PROMOTION OF TRADE, 
EXCHANGES OF VISITS AND SIGNATURE OF VARIOUS BILATERAL 
AGREEMENTS (CULTURAL, CONSULAR AND TECHNICAL). LIKE PRIME 
MINISTER CARAMANLIS' RELATED BALKAN INITIATIVE, THE CONCRETE 
RESULTS OF THIS POLICY SEEM VERY LIMITED. IN FACT, THE MAIN 
FRUIT OF THE ACTIVITY MAY BE THAT IT SILENCES DOMESTIC 

CRITICS WHO WOULD OTHERWISE CARP ON THE GOVERNMENT'S ALLEGED 
FAILURE TO EXAMINE THE "EASTERN ALTERNATIVE." 

2. THE LAST TWO WEEKS HAVE SEEN QUITE A LOT OF 
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ACTIVITY IN GREECE'S RELATIONS WITH COMMUNIST NATIONS 
TO THE NORTH. 

(A) GREEK COORDINATION MINISTER PAPALIGOURAS 
VISITED BUCHAREST MARCH 17-20. PAPALIGOURAS THEN 
LEFT ATHENS ON A FOUR-DAY VISIT TO BELGRADE MARCH 23. THE 
VISITS FOCUS ON IMPROVING TRADE RELATIONS AND, WHEN 
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SIGNIFICANT INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE, WE WILL BE REPORTING. 

(B) HUNGARIAN FOREIGN MINISTER FRIGYES PUJA VISITED 
ATHENS MARCH 16-19, RETURNING FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS' VISIT 
TO BUDAPEST LAST YEAR. WHILE HERE, HE AND FOREIGN 
MINISTER BITSIOS SIGNED BILATERAL CONSULAR AND ROAD 
TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENTS. FOREIGN MINISTER PUIA 
EXTENDED AN INVITATION FOR PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS 

TO VISIT HUNGARY. (FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS COMMENTED 
TO AMBASSADOR KUBISCH THAT PUJA "OPENLY" PUSHED THE 
SOVIET LINE ON EVERYTHING, ESPECIALLY CSCE. BITSIOS 
SAID PUJA ARGUED THAT MOSCOW AND BUDAPEST ARE WORRIED 
THAT THE USG'S EMPHASIS ON HUMAN RIGHTS WOULD STIMULATE 
CONFRONTATION AT BELGRADE, AND COULD INTERFERE WITH 
DETENTE.) 

(C) A POLISH PARLIAMENTARY GROUP VISITED 
ATHENS AT THE INVITATION OF THE GREEK PARLIAMENT 
MARCH 14-19, RETURNING A VISIT TO POLAND BY GREEK 
PARLIAMENTARIANS LAST YEAR. 

3. COMMENT: WE EXPECT THIS SORT OF ACTIVITY TO 
CONTINUE. FOR EXAMPLE, THE CZECH FOREIGN MINISTER 
IS EXPECTED IN ATHENS LATER THIS YEAR, AND WILL VERY 
LIKELY EXTEND AN INVITATION TO CARAMANLIS TO VISIT 
PRAGUE. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT CARAMANLIS MAY ACCEPT 
SUCH AN INVITATION AS WELL AS THE ONE HE HAS RECEIVED 
FROM THE HUNGARIANS. 
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4. THE FLURRY OF COMMUNIQUES AND VISITS SHOULD NOT 
OBSCURE A MORE BASIC FACT: THE GOG INTENDS TO ANCHOR 
GREECE TO THE WEST-POLITICALLY, ECONOMICALLY AND 

Cl 1T.TT JR ALLY— AND ITS EXPECTATIONS OF THE ECONOMIC 
AND FOREIGN POLICY REWARDS TO BE FOUND TO THE NORTH 
ARE LOW AND REALISTIC. 

KUBISCH 
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